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What is the Committee on Herbal Medicinal 

Products (HMPC)? 
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What is the Committee on Herbal Medicinal 

Products (HMPC)?

• The HMPC is one of seven committees at the European Medicines Agency 

(EMA). It is responsible for carrying tasks concerning the authorisation and the 

simplified registration of herbal medicinal products (HMP).

• The members and alternates of the HMPC are nominated by EU Member States 

and are chosen based on their qualifications and expertise... 

• The members of the HMPC are appointed for a renewable period of three 

years*. The chair and vice-chair are elected from its members for a term of 

three years, which may be renewed once.
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What is the Committee on Herbal Medicinal 

Products (HMPC)? cont’d

The HMPC is composed of:

• one chair plus one vice-chair, who is also a HMPC member, both elected by 

serving HMPC members.

• one member and an alternate nominated by each of the 28 EU Member 

States.

• one member and an alternate nominated by the EEA-EFTA states Iceland and 

Norway (Liechtenstein did not nominate a member).

• up to five co-opted members, chosen among experts nominated by Member 

States or the Agency to gain additional expertise in a particular scientific area. 

These are elected by the HMPC members.  
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What is the Committee on Herbal Medicinal 

Products (HMPC)? cont’d

• The HMPC meets every other month for 1 day at the premises of the EMA in 

London (except in August) (see HMPC Meeting dates)*.

• HMPC meetings are not public.
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http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/about_us/landing/hmpc_meetings_landing_page.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac0580028e7f


What is the competence of the HMPC?

• Establish European Union herbal monographs

• compiling and assessing scientific data on herbal substances, preparations and 

combinations

• with a focus on the safety and efficacy

• Monographs can be used by applicants as application reference material. 

• Establish a draft ‘European Union list of herbal substances, preparations and 

combinations thereof for use in traditional herbal medicinal products'. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus ut mi in orci
elementum iaculis. Aenean a nunc. Proin dapibus arcu. Donec cursus pharetra
massa. Ut suscipit tortor sed ligula. Maecenas risus urna

commodo id, aliquam sit amet, rutrum eget, est. Maecenas id neque eu 
mauris ullasque pulvinar dui id erat. Duis sed sapien vel odio lobortis
adipiscing. Nullam a justo. Nam ut eros et roin dapibus arcu. Donec cursus 
pharetra massa. Ut suscipit tortor sed ligula. Maecenas risus urna

commodo id, aliquam sit amet, rutrum eget, est. Maecenas id neque eu 
mauris ullasque pulvinar dui id era eros et orci commodo sollicitudin.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet adipiscing



What is the competence of the HMPC? 

cont’d

• Adopt scientific opinions on matters referred by Member States to the HMPC in 

relation to a THMP:

‒ the adequacy of the evidence of its long-standing use.

‒ the evidence of traditional use for this THMP amounts to less than 15 years in 

the EU.

Such opinions are not legally binding to these Member States.

• Adopt scientific and regulatory guidance for the purpose of facilitating the 

fulfilment of the above-mentioned competence or for the purpose of enhancing 

the European harmonisation process in the field across the Member States.
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What is the role of a HMPC member/alternate?

• HMPC members present their position to the committee and take part in 

adoption of various draft and final HMPC documents. HMPC members aim to 

adopt HMPC documents by consensus; otherwise a vote take place. 

• HMPC members are encouraged to take an active role as Rapporteurs 

to prepare the draft HMPC position for topics either in procedures 

involving the HMPC only or in procedures where cross-committees 

coordination is required. 

• HMPC members participate orally during discussions and in writing by 

exchanging written comments between meetings.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus ut mi in orci
elementum iaculis. Aenean a nunc. Proin dapibus arcu. Donec cursus pharetra
massa. Ut suscipit tortor sed ligula. Maecenas risus urna

commodo id, aliquam sit amet, rutrum eget, est. Maecenas id neque eu 
mauris ullasque pulvinar dui id erat. Duis sed sapien vel odio lobortis
adipiscing. Nullam a justo. Nam ut eros et roin dapibus arcu. Donec cursus 
pharetra massa. Ut suscipit tortor sed ligula. Maecenas risus urna

commodo id, aliquam sit amet, rutrum eget, est. Maecenas id neque eu 
mauris ullasque pulvinar dui id era eros et orci commodo sollicitudin.

Agenda for March meeting – 12 pages



What are the main documents adopted by the 

HMPC?

• The HMPC adopts the following types of documents: 

1. European Union herbal monographs (and supporting documents) and list 

entries.

2. Scientific guidelines and other forms of scientific guidance (e.g. reflection 

paper, Questions & Answers).

3. Scientific positions on questions arising as part of a referral procedure.

4. Scientific positions on questions arising as part of a cross-committee 

coordination procedure (e.g. CHMP scientific advice on a HMP).

5. Regulatory guidance (e.g. regulatory interpretation of legal provisions) and 

procedural documents (e.g. templates).
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Can national experts attend the HMPC 

meetings?

• Yes national experts can attend, but there are specific requirements. 

• In order for national experts to be allowed to participate in EMA activities, they 

need to be nominated by the NCA and registered in the EMA Experts database. 

• For this, they have to complete an electronic Declaration of Interest 

form and a Confidentiality Undertaking and provide an up-to-date 

electronic CV*. 

• Following receipt of the documents, the Agency assesses the information to 

determine the level of involvement in EMA activities. 

• The EMA may either grant full participation, grant restricted participation or 

exclude the experts from meeting participation as appropriate. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus ut mi in orci
elementum iaculis. Aenean a nunc. Proin dapibus arcu. Donec cursus pharetra
massa. Ut suscipit tortor sed ligula. Maecenas risus urna

commodo id, aliquam sit amet, rutrum eget, est. Maecenas id neque eu 
mauris ullasque pulvinar dui id erat. Duis sed sapien vel odio lobortis
adipiscing. Nullam a justo. Nam ut eros et roin dapibus arcu. Donec cursus 
pharetra massa. Ut suscipit tortor sed ligula. Maecenas risus urna

commodo id, aliquam sit amet, rutrum eget, est. Maecenas id neque eu 
mauris ullasque pulvinar dui id era eros et orci commodo sollicitudin.

DoI form – instructions for the form is 17 
pages. It took me approx 3 weeks to figure it 
out, turn it in, have it rejected, re-do it, etc



How are the Table of Decisions (ToD) and the 

Minutes prepared?

• During the HMPC meeting, members of the HMPC secretariat record the main 

points of the discussions and their outcome*. 

• After preparation by the secretariat, the ToD is circulated internally to relevant 

colleagues and to the HMPC Chair for review, prior to circulating to all HMPC 

members for comments.
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How does the HMPC form an opinion?

• When an adoption takes places, the Chair asks the HMPC members a specific 

question, e.g. if they are positive for the adoption of a given document. 

• The results are recorded by the HMPC secretariat. 
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The HMPC Secretariat Team
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Wieland Peschel
Scientific Administrator
Main responsibilities: Management of the 
HMPC Secretariat. Supervision of preparation 
of HMPC meetings, Quality DG and follow-up 
activities.

Tel: +44 (0)20 3660 7742
E-mail: Wieland.Peschel@ema.europa.eu

Pia Chambers
Assistant
Main responsibilities: Organisational and 
secretarial support to the MLWP and Quality 
DG meetings.

Tel: +44 (0)20 3660 7106
E-mail: Pia.Chambers@ema.europa.eu

HMPC secretariat 

(hmpc.secretariat@ema.europa.eu)

Monika Jaromi
Assistant
Main responsibilities: Organisational and 
secretarial support to the HMPC plenary and 
ORGAM DG meetings.

Tel: +44 (0)20 3660 8125
E-mail: Monika.Jaromi@ema.europa.eu

Orsolya Roza
Scientific Administrator
Main responsibilities: Management of the 
HMPC Secretariat. Supervision of preparation 
of MLWP and ORGAM DG meetings and follow-
up activities.

Tel: +44 (0)20 3660 8110
E-mail: Orsolya.Roza@ema.europa.eu

mailto:Wieland.Peschel@ema.europa.eu
mailto:Pia.Chambers@ema.europa.eu
mailto:Monika.Jaromi@ema.europa.eu
mailto:Wieland.Peschel@ema.europa.eu


How are the Minutes prepared? cont’d

• The HMPC secretariat prepares the minutes summarising the major 

discussion points during the HMPC meeting for each topic. 

• The draft minutes are also first circulated internally to relevant colleagues 

and to the HMPC Chair for review and afterwards to the HMPC members for 

comments. 

• The final minutes are adopted at the following HMPC plenary meeting.

• After adoption, the minutes are published on the HMPC webpage.
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http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/document_listing/document_listing_000193.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac0580028e96
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What is the HMPC public meeting report? 

• A public meeting report is prepared by the HMPC secretariat to 

communicate to stakeholders and the public some of the decisions taken, in 

particular the documents which were adopted either for release for 3-month 

public consultation or as final. 

• After review by the Chair, the draft public meeting report is sent to HMPC 

members for comments within 48 hours. 

• The HMPC public meeting reports are published on the EMA website. They 

contain links to already newly published documents or links to the webpages 

where new documents are expected to be made accessible in the coming 

days/weeks.
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